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How Atrtificial Intelligence Enables Labor Emancipation: Positive Significance, Dilemmas and
Paths to Relief
Liangyu Jian Wenkai Zhu
School of Marxism, Chang'an University

[Abstract] As the core driving force of the new round of scientific and technological revolution, artificial
intelligence (Al) is a landmark achievement of the new stage of scientific and technological evolution. From the
perspective of historical materialism, looking at the dialectical movement law of productivity and production
relations, the development of Al presents a double effect: on the one hand, Al creates technical conditions and
spatial and temporal bases for labor emancipation by improving production efficiency, expanding labor objects,
and shortening necessary labor time. On the other hand, Al has also given rise to the “new alienation” of labor,
uneven distribution of free time under private ownership, and the crisis of subjectivity, threatening the
subjective status and comprehensive development of workers. In this regard, it is necessary to reshape the
subjectivity of labor from the subjective, value and institutional dimensions, clarify the value orientation of
technological development, and strengthen the institutional safeguards in order to achieve the ultimate goal of
labor emancipation empowered by artificial intelligence.
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