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Behavioral Characteristics of Rejected Children in Cooperative Play and Strategies to Improve Peer
Acceptance
Shuyue Tan Xiangin Gou
College of Teacher Education, Chengdu University

[Abstract] Peer acceptance is a core indicator to measure the level of young children's social development. As a
common group in kindergarten classes, rejected children are in a state of peer exclusion for a long time, facing
dual risks of social adaptation barriers and mental health development. Play is the core carrier of children's social
interaction, and cooperative play, as the highest level of social play, is a key field to observe children's social
ability and correct social behaviors. Taking rejected children in a kindergarten senior class as the research object,
this study adopts natural observation method and peer nomination method to analyze their typical behavioral
characteristics and deep causes in cooperative play. Supported by social learning theory and perspective—taking
theory, this study constructs an intervention system with structured cooperative play as the core, and verifies the
intervention effectiveness through action research method. The results show that systematic play intervention
can significantly improve the social behavior patterns of rejected children, enhance their peer acceptance level,
and promote the healthy development of children's sociality.
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