. _ _ Y IR A T
Early Childhood Education Science 58 %O 2 WeHUA 1.042026 4

EEAL B TS (ISSND: 2705-1218(P) / 2705-1226(0)

OB T HRA ) LRI Zh it LR R 72

%2 F
THINRERFHFT FR
DOI1:10.32629/eces.v812.20912

i E] oHITAZATHERELAING L BP0 THEFRA, B faE NN 5 45 R
PA-T AL 4L A KAT L Asm 5AARR A KR BB E A FAERHFR G RATE X, o T
Aoy 2 RBET XA, BT REHILKEHE KPP AEFRREG AL, A AHZ, HIF5]F
(B FIERE, SH LAY AEBEEARSRKIHK T ER AL LIEFEINELRE FHHET £
BAEAE, 3M SR TS 4 UK B E S 6 R AT 4 MIDERA LA, AL TR EA | R BER .,
PR AL =7 B AR A E IR, B CH T AL, HIFRESNFNIRZRG S TR, A
IURBIHF AL IS R E A RRBR L RERLAE,

[REIF] S T H; UK BFES; FEMLKE;, EXR

fFESFEES: G617 SCHEEERIRAD: A

A Study on the Pathways for Adapting “Mental Tools” to Early Childhood Drama Activities in China
Xingyu Tao
School of Education, Jilin International University

[Abstract] “Tools of the Mind” is an early childhood education curriculum based on Vygotsky’s theory of
cultural—historical psychology. It utilizes mediating tools such as private speech, external mediators, and
symbolic representations to promote the development of young children’s self—regulation, cognitive, and social
skills. As a typical form of symbolic play, drama activities provide a natural setting for the application of “Mental
Tools.” Currently, early childhood drama education in China faces persistent challenges, including a rigid focus
on performance, the crude application of tools, and imbalanced teacher guidance. A direct transplantation of the
“Mind Tools” approach is unlikely to align with the local educational context. Grounded in Chinese cultural
traditions and the characteristics of early childhood education practices, this study analyzes the logic underlying
the integration of the Mind Tools framework with early childhood drama activities, identifies barriers to
integration, and constructs a localized implementation pathway through three dimensions: integration of cultural
resources, adaptation to collective settings, and empowerment of teacher competencies. It elucidates the
multifaceted impacts of the Mind Tools framework on young children, teachers, and activity evaluation systems,
thereby providing theoretical and practical references for the localized innovation and high—quality
development of early childhood drama education..
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