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Research on Innovative Development of Traditional Chinese Medicine Industry in Guangdong Province from
the Perspective of Intellectual Property
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[Abstract] Objective: To explore the innovative development of traditional Chinese medicine industry in
Guangdong Province. Method: Obtain the number of traditional Chinese medicine patent applications and
distribution of patent owners in Guangdong Province from 2012 to 2022. Result: The total number of applications
and effective patent applications in Guangdong Province rank well among various provinces and cities in China;
The number of patent applications and authorizations for traditional Chinese medicine in Guangdong Province is
showing an increasing trend; The number of traditional Chinese medicine invention patents, utility model patents,
and design patents in Guangdong Province has been increasing year by year. The highest proportion of invention
patents is 75%, the proportion of utility model patents is 24%, and the proportion of design patents is 1%. The
number of individual applications, hospital applications, research institution applications, and enterprise applications
for traditional Chinese medicine patents in Guangdong Province has been increasing year by year, with individual
applications accounting for 20%; The proportion of hospital applications is 20%; The highest proportion of
applications from research institutions is 40%,; The proportion of enterprise applications is 20%. Conclusion: It is
recommended to raise awareness of the protection of intellectual property rights in traditional Chinese medicine,
promote regional development balance and industry university research cooperation.
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