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Where Does Human Inspiration Come From?—-Insights from the Tao Te Ching on the
Future Order
Jinsheng Yu
College of Modern Agricultural Sciences, Zhejiang A&F University, Lin’an
[Abstract] The great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation aims not only at national prosperity, ethnic
revitalization, and the well—being of its people but also carries the mission of advancing human civilization. The
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Tao Te Ching, with its philosophical insights such as “the Dao gives birth to all things,” “governing by
non—action,” and “balance of yin and yang,” provides a foundational framework for contemporary Chinese
governance and innovation. In previous work, the author explored the sources of human inspiration from a
scientific perspective (On Where Human Inspiration Comes From—Answering “Qian Xuesen’s Question”)
and an educational perspective (Reexamining Where Human Inspiration Comes From—On Chinese Higher
Education). This paper further draws on the wisdom of the Tao Te Ching to examine, through the lenses of
civilizational coordinates, innovation foundations, dimensions of truth, and practical pathways, how principles of
equality, freedom, prosperity, and civilization can guide national development. It proposes that through
institutional design, optimization of social ecology, technological innovation, and cultural inheritance, individual
creativity can be unleashed, social equity promoted, and international civilizational dialogue fostered—offering
feasible pathways and modest suggestions for the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation and the construction
of a shared future for humanity.
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