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Interaction and Integration: A Study on the Social Networks of International Students in
China
Xjaoliang Wu
School of Foreign Languages, Guangdong Polytechnic Normal University
[Abstract] An empirical study on international students in China reveals that their social networks are strongly
shaped by cultural affinity. The closest and most diverse ties are with same—nationality peers, providing
multi—dimensional support. While interactions with other international students are broad and activity—based,
those with Chinese peers remain comparatively superficial, focused on routine communication and academic

assistance, with limited emotional depth. These findings highlight the need for structural initiatives and culturally

sensitive support to foster deeper, sustainable intercultural integration within universities.
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