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Media, Symbols and Cultural Adaptation: The Encoding and Decoding of Wang Wei's
Poetry in South Korea
Yue Liu
Hunan Normal University
[Abstract] This study takes Stuart Hall’s Encoding/Decoding Theory as its core framework to examine the
cross—cultural communication and reception history of landscape and Zen poems by the Tang Dynasty poet
Wang Wei in Korea, particularly during the Joseon Dynasty. At the time of their creation, Wang Wei’s
landscape poems completed an initial encoding process: he encapsulated natural philosophy and aesthetic interest
through semiotic systems such as classical Chinese poetic language, imagery, and artistic conception. When these
mediated texts entered the Korean cultural field, Korean literati carried out complex decoding and re—encoding
against the backdrop of indigenous Confucian and Taoist thoughts as well as traditional aesthetic conventions.
From three dimensions—media channels, semiotic transformation, and cultural adaptation—this paper reveals
how Wang Wei’s landscape poems evolved from a model of classical Chinese literature into a vital cultural
resource that helped shape Korea’s national aesthetic and spiritual world.
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