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Property. Marriage and Female Independence: Emma Woodhouse’ s Path of

Transformation and Growth
Hongwei He
Guangxi Science and Technology Normal University
[Abstract] By examining three interconnected dimensions of Emma’s growth in Jane Austen’s renowned work
Emma—material foundation, self—awareness, and rebellious consciousness—this study reveals the complex
mechanisms of female self—actualization in early 19th—century England. Emma’s development embodies both
the progressiveness of liberal feminism in the 19th century and its inherent limitations. Emma Woodhouse
secures emotional freedom through economic independence, corrects self—perception with rationality, and
redefines marital relationships with an egalitarian mindset. These insights provide practical reference for
contemporary women facing existential dilemmas and navigating the gap between self—fulfillment and societal
expectations.
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