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The exploration of integrating the concept of "benefiting the people" from Yi ethnic classical
literature into the ideological and political education curriculum for university students
mise riga
School of Yi Language and Culture, Xichang University, Xichang City, Liangshan Prefecture

[Abstract] Traditional classical texts of the Yi ethnic group contain profound wisdom on local governance and
ideas concerning public welfare and societal improvement. The concept of serving the people, distilled from the
heroic epic *Zhige Alu*, serves as a high—quality localized ideological resource for fostering a sense of
responsibility among young members of ethnic minorities, correcting utilitarian career perspectives, and shaping
a proper understanding of political achievements. The Yi—Jia integrated training model is a crucial platform for
cultivating applied local talents in Yi regions. Currently, second—year students majoring in Animal Science,
Agricultural Science, and Mathematics & Applied Mathematics—part of the Yi—Jia program—are at a critical
juncture involving academic stabilization, career decision—making, and value formation. They exhibit distinct
collective challenges: weak professional foundations, insufficient Yi cultural literacy, and a dual structural
deficiency characterized by "poor professional expertise and shallow cultural understanding." Common issues
include uncertainty regarding further education or employment opportunities, narrow career horizons, severe
utilitarianism in values, along with practical manifestations such as academic burnout, poor classroom
engagement, and emotional anxiety. This paper adopts the perspective of university counselors working in Yi
ethnic regions, leveraging the distinctive cultural education strengths of the School of Yi Language and Culture
at Xichang University. Using regular heart—to—heart conversations as the core educational approach, it delves
into the contemporary educational significance of Yi classical philosophies focused on benefiting the people,
precisely aligns with the talent development objectives of three application—oriented majors and addresses

common growth challenges among student groups, and establishes a four—dimensional precision education
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system that integrates cultural enrichment, academic foundation building, value correction, and practical

empowerment. This framework aims to achieve creative transformation and innovative development of

outstanding traditional culture among ethnic minorities, transform the traditional concept of serving the people

into an intrinsic driving force for cultivating responsibility and commitment among contemporary Yi youth,

overcome developmental bottlenecks faced by minority students, and provide a practical, replicable model for

localized and targeted ideological and political education in universities in ethnic regions.

[Key words] Yi ethnic classical literature; philosophy of serving the people; Yi students; youth responsibility;

career perspectives; counseling sessions with counselors; targeted ideological education
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