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An Exploration of Practical Approaches to Cultivating Students' Sense of Belonging to the
Chinese National Community in Chinese Language Education in Cambodia
Ling Yang
Guangxi Science & Technology Normal University

[Abstract] Overseas Chinese language education serves as a vital vehicle for carrying forward Chinese cultural
heritage, consolidating cultural identity among ethnic Chinese communities, and deepening people—to—people
and cultural exchanges between China and foreign countries. It also constitutes a key platform for fostering a
strong sense of community for the Chinese nation and consolidating the people—to—people bond between
China and Cambodia. Based on frontline practices of Chinese language education aid in Cambodia and from the
perspective of cross—cultural communication, this paper systematically explores pathways to cultivate ethnic
Chinese youth in Cambodia with a strong sense of community for the Chinese nation across four dimensions:
ideological value guidance, reconstruction of classroom teaching, immersive cultural practice, and emotional
education empowerment. Practices have verified that strengthening ideological recognition, modernizing and
localizing curriculum content, creating immersive cultural education scenarios, and establishing emotional
connection mechanisms can effectively boost ethnic Chinese students’ sense of cultural belonging, national
identity and cultural confidence, and guide them to act as practitioners of exchanges and mutual learning
between Chinese and Cambodian civilizations. The research findings can provide practical references for
soul—cultivating education in overseas Chinese language education, enrich the theoretical system of cultivating
the sense of community for the Chinese nation within the field of international Chinese language education, and
facilitate the development of a China—Cambodia community with a shared future.
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