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A study on the disintegration of Rastignac's ethics in "Petro Goriot" from the perspective of
cognitive dissonance theory
Yuehong Huo Xiaowei Zhang
Hebei University of Science and Technology School of Foreign Languages
[Abstract] Balzac's "Petro Goriot", as a classic work of critical realism literature, profoundly exposed the conflict
of social values during the restoration of the Bourbon dynasty in France. The protagonist Rastignac can be
regarded as a typical example of moral alienation during the transformation period of French society in the 19th
century. This article uses Festinger's cognitive dissonance theory as the research perspective and Rastignac as the
research object to analyze the psychological transformation process from triggering, intensifying to dissolving

cognitive dissonance, revealing the problem of the gradual alienation of the innocent ideals of young people

from other provinces in capitalist society, and warning young people to seek a balance between ideals and reality

to avoid falling into the vortex of utilitarianism.
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