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Exploring the Effectiveness of External Propaganda Translation of Shanxi Ancient Architecture
from the Perspective of Text Type Theory: A Case Study of Jinci Temple
Yunfan Wang Xinyu Liao Lili Ye
School of Foreign Languages, China University of Geosciences

[Abstract] With the increasing attention and protection of ancient architecture, Shanxi, known for its ancient
architectural relics, has received a lot of attention. The external propaganda texts of ancient buildings have the
characteristics of strong terminology specialization and rich historical and cultural colors. To tell the story of
ancient Chinese architecture well, it is necessary to continuously improve the effectiveness of external translation
of ancient architecture. This article is based on Rice's theory of text types, and through field investigations, takes
the ancient architecture of Jinci Temple as an example to explore the effectiveness and existing problems of
external propaganda translation of Shanxi's ancient architecture. It also proposes revision suggestions in order to
better showcase the cultural connotation of Shanxi's ancient architecture, promote the protection of ancient
architecture, and better tell the story of China to the world.
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¥ . It also goes by the ancient name “Lotus Terrace”
and the popular name “Iron Man Bridge” . It is called Metal
Men Terrace as four cast iron men are standing on its four
corners. The iron man in the northeast was made in 1913 during
the Republic of China Period and the other three were cast
in the Northern Song Dynasty (960-1127 AD). Among them, the
southwest iron man cast in 1097 during the Shaosheng Period
of the Northern Song Dynasty is the most well-preserved one.
It reflects the excellent skills of Chinese people in iron
smelting and casting during the Northern Song Dynasty.
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¥ : Commonly known as “Southern Spring Hole” . It
is the headstream of the JInshui River, No.1 spring in
Jinyang. The phrase “Never Aging” is quoted from the Book
of Songs. Babbling of the Never Aging Spring is one of
Jinci’ s eight internal sceneries. The Never Aging Spring
Pavilion was built during the Tianbao Period ( 550-559 AD)
of the Northern Qi Dynasty and rebuilt during the Jiajing
Period (1522-1566 AD) of the Ming Dynasty.

octagonal pyramidal

It has an
roof and a dougong structure
retaining the style of the Northern Qi Dynasty despite its
protruding part of ang ( timber member) already changed
into the Ming Dynasty pattern.
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¥ : Located in the north of the memorial temple, the
stage was built during Qianlong’s reign in the Qing
dynasty (1644~1912) which was a magnum opus in architecture
of Qing Dynasty with its simple structure and elaborate
carvings and painting.
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which actors or entertainers perform” .
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It was built in 1576 during the Wanli Period of the Ming
Dynasty. The characters Dui and Yue are quoted from The Book
of Songs: Extolment of Zhou. Dui means reciprocation while
Yue means promotion. Together they refer to reciprocating
and promoting the merits of the sacred mother. It is said
that the Duiyue plaque is written by Gao Yingyuan,
calligrapher and juren of Taiyuan County during the Ming
Dynasty. This calligraphy has powerful touches as if a
lofty and rugged mountain which is hard to measure the
height so it is praised as magnificent handwriting. It is
also one of the three famous plaques in Jinci.
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