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Analysis of Moby Dick from the Perspective of Ecological Criticism
Kejing Yang
Henan University of Technology
[Abstract] Herman Melville’s work Moby Dick portrays sea voyages and whaling life. This paper attempts to
explore the way of coexistence between humans and nature from an Eco—criticism perspective. It proposes that
industrial development expanded the scale of whaling, and the bloody slaughter of whales is a significant
manifestation of humanity’s plunder of nature. Furthermore, it demonstrates the relentless pursuit and killing of
the white whale by Captain Ahab, who represents humanity, against Moby Dick, which represents nature,
ultimately leading to its fatal counterattack on the Péronde. This illustrates the imbalance in the relationship
between humans and nature. Through the analysis of Ishmael’s fate, the paper warns people to prioritize their
harmonious coexistence. Although the paper proposes suggestions for harmonious coexistence between humans
and nature, the exploration of specific practical pathways still needs to be deepened.
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