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A Comparative Study of English Translations of Liaozhaizhiyiunder the Perspective of
Ecological Translation Studies
——Taking Herbert A.Giles and Sidney L.Sondergard Translation as an Example
Wengqi Zhang

Nanchang Institute of Technology
[Abstract] Starting from the perspective of ecological translation studies, this paper compares the English
translations of Liaozhaizhiyi by Herbert A.Giles and Sidney L.Sondergard, analyzes the ecological environments
in which the two translations are situated, and reveals the uniqueness of Herbert A.Giles's translation in terms of
linguistic expression and cultural transmission, as well as the advantages of Sidney L.Sondergard's translation in
terms of communicative function and cultural adaptability. In—depth comparisons are made in the three
dimensions of language, culture and communication, pointing out the spirit of the originals conveyed by both,
their cultural connotations and their impact on the target readers, and exploring the ecological environment of
translation studies, emphasizing that translation is not only a conversion of language, but also a multidimensional
interaction of culture and communication.
[Key words] Liaozhaizhiyi, Ecological Translation; Three Dimensional Conversion; Herbert A.Giles; Sidney
L.Sondergard
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#1%: The fox charms the hearts of men, often employing
this method™”.

Ri¥: The fox seduces people’s hearts, often using
this trick™.

A HE B PEAAPF T “charms ” F1“method 7, “ Charms ”
—IEMLIR T R A A R R, I S AT 1k 7 R
73, AR “method” WA —& M IE=ME:, SRR T I BT A 1
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F10 BEAN, “trick” — i MBE A CHEAL, 56 BRI TR IR,
AR R) THEE S L BAS IR A .

AN, BRI EAMES B NE SR, AT “often
employing this method” , XKL &5 # # 15A) T BA5 5 N IEL,
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HIZRIE T, “often using this trick” , {545 55 NG M
S, EEAFEE RS

#12:
JESC: BRARAL, ez,
# % : To seek revenge, one must first endure

humiliation™.
KiE. If you want to take revenge, you must first

suffer humiliation™".

P EAM T “seek revenge” X —Kik, A —E
HIE =R, & A SCEE MBS, “One must” XFRIA T E
BN ASEL, 25 N PA— P ot E0H R R, BRI T XX —E N
M3 E F . E4N, “endure humiliation” Hff) “endure”
FEIE T — P IR IR Z R0k, 0 T B E SR AR, fin
PRI R AV IO

RFEHEARMG T “want to take revenge” , IX Pk
BN FEAL A B, A S b BRI, “you
must” RPN NALIIFIETT 3, A5 7 ORI, B S 3
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JRIC: B R, BREREALY

# k. The moonlight drips gently, casting slanting
shadows™”.

Ki%: The bright moon shines, with shadows cast at an

[
angle .

BEHIEEA S “drips gently” IX—RikfEik T —Fh4H
J B ZRARE R, T 7 A6 —FhnsKkom i & nkem, 3858 1
REA) PRI SR . XIS 5E0C R IER
FHPERE, I T BRI 4. [FRS, “casting slanting
shadows” AT “BiHERl” WER, WRMHL T ¥
HIBURHRES, 25 N —Fhah A AL BOR X Fh Rk T B IRE N
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M, 55 5 i B, “with shadows cast at an angle”
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#1%: Her beauty is surely a perfect match between
heaven and earth™.

R¥%: Her beauty is indeed a match made in heaven™".

AR PE “a perfect match between heaven and
earth ”fERR A SENN 1 [N, BEMNZRH T NIA) 5 R A BIRT EE, A1k
Tk AR [ X R 1 £ v B AR R AR A P P 2, AR B T AL GRS
AT AR . X PRk Ty ik v Uy 33 R s 2 3 h [
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# 7. In the deep of night, with the moon shining
brightly, everything seemed like an illusion"”.
1% : Late at night, with the moonlight washing

everything, it felt like a dream'".

BB EIERE T “everything seemed like an
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#1%: To become a ghost is not merely to die; it is
even more about the emotions that bind one to 1ife"”.
ZR¥%: To be a ghost is not just about dying; it is more

about the emotions™".

B IrERPEP T “that bind one to life” X—45
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AAARER T R ST R Z M, ik 2 8oz 3 b 1 S b sk AR
Fe M ERZIT 5% o 7 A B A () /0 3 AR R, {2 “it is more
about the emotions” RAFBINEIM, Kg 7/ an1E K S 45
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P

unspoken words between them, yet ultimately, they could

They exchanged glances, as if there were
not express them"”.

Ki%: They looked at each other, as if there were words
left wunspoken, but in the end, they could not
communicate".

R E#E T “unspoken words” & “could not
express them” 5B T ANW)Z IR )E B EALOLEEEE, fFIEH —
T TR AR AU AL T BRSO R R ek . AR F e et 1
TR, L B I B AR o5t 5. AL T,
R WHE R BUER, {H “could not communicate” BABEAF
W, SR A BIR GRS . RS b, B BRI e ST
Brak SR B BRI ), RERESE LTI 5| S E B A N Ot SR
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#PE: If it were not for this event, how could today’ s
grand occasion have been achieved"”?

Ki¥: Without this event, how could such a great
occasion have come to pass''’?

AR EE T “grand occasion” , XA AN
38 7 S L, I ARIE AR E AR, B0 T OOAH)
BRER, EiEH—MEERAE . FE, “howcould” X—3%
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k. This girl is a celestial being; how could she
willingly descend to the mortal realm to spend her life
with me""”?

ZRPE: This woman is a fairy from heaven; why would she

willingly come down to live with me""?

BEHER BRI T “celestial being” X —H#iik, 5

H T ot A R S E s, [EIN “how could she willingly
descend” &1k i —FiEUF 5 ARG I, 3858 17 A2 6] 15
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