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The Dual Dimensions of Education from the Perspective of Human Development: From Xunzi's
Educational Thought to Modern Educational Practice
Chun Zeng
Jilin International Studies University

[Abstract] Xunzi's theory of human nature, known as the "Theory of Evil Nature," is one of the significant
theories within the discourse on human nature, proposed and developed by Xunzi himself. Xunzi believed that
human nature is inherently evil, and he introduced the concept of "the distinction between nature and
artificiality." The essence of education, according to him, is "transforming nature and encouraging artificiality,"
where education serves both as a means of personal development and as a strategy for governing the world.
Through education, one can transform human nature, achieve self—improvement, and maintain social order.
Building on this foundation, Xunzi's Theory of Evil Nature offers important insights for modern education,
including the need to re—examine educational goals, enrich educational content, and implement lifelong
education. By educating, individuals can transition from "evil nature" to "good nature," thereby constructing a
more civilized and harmonious society.
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