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Exploring the use of new media journalism pedagogy: a ‘social capital’ perspective
Dandan Li
Pass College Of Chongqing Technology&Business University

[Abstract] The current online and offline integration of journalism teaching in colleges and universities has been
introduced into the teaching of journalism using mainly closed relationships such as QQ groups, WeChat, and
other groups, and lacks an examination of “online relationships”, which is not examined. The use of social
media for teaching is essentially the acquisition of open relationships. The potential of social media in education
needs to be explored, the essence of social media is to build connections, and the key to connectivity is to shape
and maintain a relationship, which is in line with the connotation of “social capital”: the benefits or value of
social networks and the relationships they build. Existing university journalism and communication disciplines
lack a focus on this dynamic knowledge, and in journalism education, fostering collaboration and relationship
building among students can help enhance their social capital. In this paper, we try to explore a pedagogy of
journalism and communication combined with social media, incorporating the shaping of ‘online relationships’
into the pedagogical dimension, and building up students' social capital in three dimensions: structural, cognitive,
and relational, by treating social media as a real learning field. By truly treating social media as a learning field,
students' social capital is built up in three dimensions: structural, cognitive and relational, which involves
connecting with the wider society through online interactions, and accumulating resources from interpersonal
relationships and weak—tie interactions.
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