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Cross-Linguistic Transfer of Image Schemas: A Cognitive Study of Spatial Prepositions from
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[Abstract] The theory of image schemas holds a significant position in cognitive linguistics and is equally crucial
for the spatial representation of English prepositions and Russian prepositions. Cross—linguistic comparison
reveals that both languages share core image schemas (e.g., “container” and “path”), but they differ in encoding
spatial relations: English relies on prepositions themselves, while Russian employs “preposition + case” marking.
Additionally, the two languages exhibit distinct cognitive emphases (e.g., physical boundaries vs. functional
attributes). The study highlights the facilitative role of positive transfer in second language acquisition while also

pointing out potential grammatical errors caused by negative transfer. These findings provide valuable insights

for language teaching and translation practice.
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