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Practical Paths for Patriotic Education in the New Era from the Perspective of Cultural Memory
Chen Lai
Gannan Medical University

[Abstract] Cultural memory carries the historical memories, cultural symbols, and spiritual core of a nation and
its people, serving as a vital foundation for sustaining national identity. Patriotism, as a central element of
Chinese culture, acts as a spiritual bond that unites the Chinese people and the Chinese nation in striving with
one heart and ceaselessly pursuing self—improvement. Cultural memory contains rich patriotic elements, which
can provide vivid material and cultural support for patriotic education. In essence, patriotism is an emotional
identification and sense of value rooted in shared history and cultural memory. Through patriotic education, the
cultural memory of all Chinese people can be further deepened, thereby strengthening national identity. The
two share consistent goals, promote each other, and are inherently unified. From the perspective of cultural
memory, this paper clarifies the concepts, connotations, and interrelationships between cultural memory and
patriotic education; analyzes the current difficulties and challenges in patriotic education; and attempts to
construct a set of practical paths for patriotic education among university students that is deeper, more enduring,
and enhances a sense of identity and pride through four aspects: activation, inheritance, integration, and
innovation.
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