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The Construction of Moral Subjectivity in Wang Yangming's Doctrine of the Extension of Innate
Knowledge and Its Modern Implications
Ruyuan Li
College of Marxism, Hangzhou Normal University

[Abstract] In the context of cultivating a new generation capable of shouldering the mission of national
rejuvenation, the shaping of university students' subjective moral character is of paramount importance. Wang
Yangming's doctrine of the "extension of innate knowledge" (3 B %», zhi liangzhi), with its core principles such
as "the mind is principle" ("&BFZ2, xin ji li), "the unity of knowledge and action" (4%m474~—, zhi xing he yi),
and "forming one body with all things" (% #—4K, wan wu yi ti), offers profound intellectual resources for
awakening the individual's moral subjectivity. This paper aims to explore the theoretical consonance between
the doctrine of the "extension of innate knowledge" and subjective moral character across its ontological,
practice—oriented (T X 3, gongfu lun), and realm—based (3£J%i£, jingjie lun) dimensions. It seeks to provide
insights informed by indigenous cultural foundations for contemporary moral education.
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