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[Abstract] As a crucial component of the educational system, higher vocational education plays a significant role
in driving regional economic growth. Taking Jiangsu Province as a case study, this paper employs canonical
correlation analysis to identify indicators representing regional economic development and higher vocational
education advancement. By analyzing data from the past decade in Jiangsu Province, the results reveal a strong
correlation between higher vocational education and economic development, with the former lagging notably
behind the latter. To address this imbalance, measures such as increasing investment in higher vocational
education, enhancing industry—academia collaboration, and optimizing program offerings should be
implemented to foster coordinated development between the two sectors.
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