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Exploring Ideological and Political Education in the Course “Selected Readings of British and
American Short Stories” : Gender Awareness Education in Alice Munro's Fiction
Zhen Li
School of Foreign Languages, Qinghai University

[Abstract] The 2020 Ministry of Education Guidelines for Undergraduate Foreign Language and Literature
Programmes at Higher Education Institutions charted the course for disciplinary development in foreign
language studies. The Guidelines state that ‘English education in the new era presents both opportunities and
challenges, hopes and difficulties. In deepening the reform of English teaching and learning, the fundamental
task of fostering virtue through education must be implemented.” Furthermore, the Guidelines emphasise the
cultivation of English professionals and interdisciplinary English talents equipped with communication skills,
humanistic literacy, Chinese cultural awareness, and an international perspective, while stressing holistic
education that integrates capability development, knowledge acquisition, and character formation. As a
foundational literary course within the university English curriculum framework, the Selected Readings of
British and American Short Stories course must also shoulder the responsibilities of ‘cultivating what kind of
individuals,” ‘how to cultivate them,” and ‘for whom to cultivate them.” It must achieve intrinsic development
within the context of the new liberal arts, integrate course—based ideological and political education, and truly
realise holistic education.
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