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Research on the Exploration and Practical Pathways of the Educational Value of University
Anniversaries from the Perspective of Institutional Historical Culture
Qian Hou
Publicity Department, Southwest Jiaotong University

[Abstract] University anniversaries serve as significant vehicles for transmitting institutional history and culture
and advancing educational objectives. Nevertheless, their deep—seated educational potential remains
underexplored. Contemporary anniversary events often exhibit pronounced formalism and inadequate
realization of educational value, necessitating systematic theoretical clarification. Grounded in cultural memory
theory, cultural identity theory, and media ecology theory, this study constructs a theoretical analytical
framework for understanding the educational significance of university anniversaries within the context of
institutional historical culture. Employing an integrated research approach that combines theoretical analysis
with empirical case studies, the paper examines the role of anniversary activities in reinforcing cultural identity
and fostering innovative thinking. The findings reveal prevailing challenges, including superficial engagement
with educational values, homogenized event formats, and limited student participation. To address these issues,
the study proposes three strategic pathways: intensifying the identification and dissemination of the educational
value embedded in institutional history; innovating anniversary formats to enhance experiential learning; and
establishing a sustainable mechanism for historical—culture—based education. This research aims to support the
transformation of university anniversaries from ceremonial celebrations into meaningful cultural—educational
practices, thereby contributing to the high—quality development of campus cultural construction.
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