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A Study of Peer Effects in the Cultivation of Professional Competence in Vocational Education
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College of English, Jilin Foreign Studies University

[Abstract] Against the backdrop of vocational education shifting from a “skills—based” to a “competency—based”
model, unlocking learners’ intrinsic motivation and moving away from didactic, teacher—centred classrooms has
become imperative. Taking peer effects as its starting point, this study adopted a mixed—methods design to
implement an eight—week “vocational—competency peer—mentoring” intervention among 100 secondary and
88 higher vocational students across several programmes in H Province. Questionnaires, social—network analysis
and grounded theory were combined to explore the underlying mechanisms. Results show that the pedagogical
strategy produced significant gains in students’ vocational—competency scores; modelling, external pressure and
emotional support jointly shape students’ professional dispositions. The paper extends peer—effect research into
the domain of vocational competencies and offers a practical framework for constructing an efficient,
“student—generating—student” educational pathway in vocational schools.
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