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A Cross-Linguistic Study of Null Arguments in Early Mandarin Grammar
Yajuan Hu
Guilin University of Electronic Technology

[Abstract] This paper employs a cross—sectional research design to investigate the use of null arguments in the
early language development of four Mandarin—speaking children across different age groups. The study aims to
examine whether the hypothesis proposed by Rizzi (1994), which is primarily based on Indo—European
languages, can adequately account for null argument phenomena in the grammar of Mandarin—speaking
children. The findings obtained through detailed data analysis reveal notable discrepancies with the theoretical
predictions of Rizzi (1994), suggesting certain limitations of the hypothesis in explaining cross—linguistic
phenomena. Specifically, its explanatory power appears significantly insufficient in addressing null argument
issues in Mandarin.
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