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A Study on the Relationship Between Teacher Support, Basic Psychological Needs, and
Behavioral Engagement in Junior High School English Learners
Jinyue Tian
Luoyang Yingcai Junior High School

[Abstract] This study, grounded in Self~Determination Theory, investigates the relationship between teacher
support perception, basic psychological needs, and behavioral engagement among junior high school English
learners. Through questionnaire surveys of 388 students and data analysis using SPSS and AMOS, the findings
reveal: (1) Junior high school English learners generally exhibit moderately high levels of teacher support
perception, basic psychological needs, and behavioral engagement; (2) Significant positive correlations exist
among these three factors; (3) Notable differences emerge between high and low teacher support perception
groups regarding basic psychological needs and behavioral engagement; (4) Both teacher support perception and
basic psychological needs positively predict behavioral engagement, with basic psychological needs partially
mediating the relationship between teacher support perception and behavioral engagement. The study provides
theoretical support and practical implications for English as a Foreign Language (EFL) instruction, emphasizing
that teachers should address students' psychological needs in teaching to enhance learning engagement.
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