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[Abstract] Against the backdrop of China’s rapid urbanization and increasing internal migration, the movement
of Xinjiang ethnic minorities to northeastern cities has become a notable social phenomenon. As a major urban
center in Northeast China, Harbin has witnessed a growing population of Xinjiang ethnic minority migrants in
recent years, among whom clear intergenerational differences in language practices have gradually emerged.
Rather than focusing solely on language proficiency, examining language choice and code—switching across
different social contexts provides deeper insights into migrants’ identity negotiation and social adaptation in urban
life. From this perspective, this study investigates code—switching practices among Xinjiang ethnic minority
migrants in Harbin, with particular attention to intergenerational variation. Drawing on questionnaire data and
semi—structured interviews, the study analyzes patterns of code—switching between Mandarin and minority
languages in family, workplace, and social interaction settings. The findings indicate that first—generation migrants
tend to employ code—switching primarily for functional and situational purposes, with Mandarin serving mainly as
an instrumental language. In contrast, younger generations demonstrate more frequent and flexible code—switching
practices, in which language choice not only facilitates communication but also conveys symbolic meanings related
to identity and emotional affiliation. These intergenerational differences reflect variations in socialization
experiences, urban integration, and identity orientation. The study argues that code—switching functions as a key
linguistic strategy through which Xinjiang ethnic minority migrants negotiate multiple identities and navigate
urban social spaces. This research contributes to a more nuanced understanding of minority language practices in
Chinese urban contexts and offers implications for language policy and ethnic integration.

[Key words] code—switching; intergenerational differences; ethnic minorities in Xinjiang; linguistic identity;
Harbin
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