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Acoustic Study of English Front Vowels in Southern Shanxi Students from an Experimental
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[Abstract] This study focuses on the acquisition of standard pronunciation of English pre vowels by Jinnan
dialect speakers. With the theoretical basis of transfer theory in speech acquisition and second language
acquisition, the study uses comparative analysis, experimental analysis, and speech analysis software Praat to
analyze and study the problems in the pronunciation of English pre vowels by Jinnan dialect speakers. Through
experimental comparison and analysis of the phonetic materials of 10 speakers from southern Shanxi and RP
Standard English, this article found that for English learners in southern Shanxi, the vowels /i/ and /&®/ are
relatively easy to pronounce among the four pre vowels in English; The difficulty of pronouncing /e/ is
moderate; And /i:/ is relatively difficult to publis; Meanwhile, for English learners in the southern region of
Shanxi, the acquisition of English vowels is influenced by Chinese vowels. Overall, English pre vowels that are
similar to Chinese phonetics are easier to learn, while those with significant differences or sounds that do not
exist in Chinese phonetics are more difficult to learn. In response to this issue, the author proposes the following
suggestions: firstly, English learners in the southern region of Shanxi can receive targeted pronunciation training
and strengthen their listening and recognition training for front vowels with similar pronunciation. Secondly, for
English teachers in the southern region of Shanxi, it is necessary to carry out targeted and hierarchical phonetic
teaching, utilizing multimodal teaching and modern technology support.
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