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Performance Techniques of Beethoven's Piano Sonata No. 5
Lu Fang
Central South University
[Abstract] Among Beethoven's 32 piano sonatas, the Piano Sonata No. 5 holds a relatively special status. Firstly,
it marks the composer's first use of "C minor" to express and interpret the artistic significance of "revolutionary

nmn

struggle," "striving and forging ahead," and "pioneering innovation." Secondly, the composer set a precedent by
having all three movements of a piano sonata in sonata form, allowing for a more concentrated and in—depth
expression of the musical thematic content. Based on an explanation of these two artistic characteristics, this
paper focuses on discussing the touch, ornamentation, and octave techniques employed in the piece. It argues
that the application of performance techniques in this sonata should avoid a mechanistic understanding. Instead,

it should be grounded in the original score and aim to perfect the musical expression through rich musical

imagination, thereby laying the foundation for the formation of an individualized performance style.
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