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A Brief Analysis of Teaching Phonetic—semantic Characters in Teaching Chinese as a Foreign
Language
——Taking Chinese Characters with Gender Radicals as an Example
Shuchang Xie
University International College, Macau University of Science and Technology

[Abstract] Chinese characters are a treasure of Chinese culture and an essential component of language learning.
In teaching Chinese as a foreign language, teaching phonetic—ideographic characters plays a crucial role in
helping students better understand character formation and meanings, thereby enhancing learning efficiency.
Gender radicals, which indicate gender in phonetic—ideographic characters, include components such as "3 "
"Fem "£"and " A" This paper first introduces the characteristics and functions of gender radicals, along with
the concept of phonetic—ideographic character construction. It then analyzes the combination patterns and
structural features of characters containing gender radicals through phonetic—ideographic methods, followed by
discussions on implementing radical instruction in Chinese language teaching. Finally, the study examines
teaching strategies and classroom activity designs tailored for gender radical instruction, highlighting the distinct
characteristics of various pedagogical approaches.
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