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Strategies for Interpreting the Cultural Background of Traditional Painting in High School Art
Appreciation Classes
Jing Wang
Anhui Normal University

[Abstract] This study focuses on Theme 1, “Formulas and Connotations — Traditional Chinese Painting,” in
Unit 2 of the People’s Education Press High School Art Appreciation textbook. It systematically compares the
differences between traditional Chinese painting and Western painting, as well as their causes, from three
dimensions: geographical environment, economic basis, and humanistic context. The research argues that the
“formulas” and “connotations” of traditional Chinese painting are not merely artistic techniques or emotional
expressions, but rather the integrated product of the specific geographical environment, economic foundation,
political structure, and humanistic spirit of Chinese civilization. Through comparative analysis with Western
painting, this study reveals the deeper cultural logic behind features such as line—based modeling, scattered
perspective, and the use of negative space and freehand brushwork (xieyi) in traditional Chinese painting. It thus
provides a systematic framework of cultural background for high school art appreciation teaching.
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