MK AFITIT
Modern Education Forum 9% e s WA 1.062026 4
YERM . W FIS ISSND: 2630-5178 / (FFETIS): 380GLO19

I E IR FLR% A The Story of China W) PEIERPZE

e 200
B4 INE R FELFR
DOI:10.32629/mef.v9i5.20661

[} ZE] BBCHPBSEAHIE. /o358 BaRH) 69 7 B W LKA The Story of ChinaVA f Z4F 5 -F
BALA AR RETIAREGFT FRRFRPHEILAAFT EXELE PEA LR KRR FX =Tt
Z, AR B H I A IELR 5T The Story of ChinaiB T ATFPAL I Fuk- VA BAX #6350k 4o fT f£. 39 5 P
WEAER REMPEAM L, ARENZH BT =ZFNLREEMET AR THAE—RFWH, L
AL hetkey P BN E EBRIE L L ABARFSRE RAAE @i LR B F ER,EM T HRILT R IR
Mo AFPE; ELFHEL LRSS R THANGFE AL LS 25400 T, Btz X4
EGRE M T THRE, TEHOALTE,; EMAEL L@d Po—2%SMENKETE LHZ
PR E AL EMT M LS FACTE R P B EILT PR S G i ke b R R X
B BR AR A AL 6 fe TR AR T ALE B B R MRk B R AR E S B A Bk A SRk
B A, H Vs IAAEFE o B R B SRR X

[KIR] ALEE; The Story of China; B % 3EM; LFA

RESES: 339.14 XEERIDAS: A

A Study of China’ s Image in the Documentary The Story of China from the Perspective of
Visual Grammar
Yaxuan Wang
Xi'an International Studies University

[Abstract] The historical documentary 7The Story of China, co—produced by BBC and PBS after three years of
transnational filming, breaks through the binary opposition between the common Orientalism framework in
previous Western documentaries about China and the traditional narrative of local China by adopting neutral
narration and a civilian perspective. Based on the theory of visual grammar, this paper analyzes the visual
strategies adopted by The Story of China and how these strategies work together in scenes to construct China’s
image. The study finds that the film constructs a multi—dimensional China’s image different from the traditional
single narrative through three visual strategies. In terms of representational meaning, it replaces grand narrative
with trivial narrative, and constructs a living China reflecting civilian subjectivity through specific daily
practices such as the operation process of movable—type printing and the oral account of family trees by the
Qin clan. In terms of interactive meaning, it creates an immersive remote presence experience relying on the
equal communication shots of the participatory host and the eye—level dialogue with interviewees, and
constructs an approachable and empathetic humanistic China. In terms of compositional meaning, it
constructs a civilized China with historical continuity and open dialogue by presenting the ancient—modern
connection of the Grand Canal and the Silk Road through a center—edge structure, realizing the eftective
connection between Chinese civilization and Western cognition. This image is neither a mystified other nor a
symbolized self—constructed image, but a three—dimensional existence with historical depth, humanistic
warmth and cross—cultural adaptability, providing a new paradigm for the construction of China’s image in
cross—cultural communication.
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