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Aesthetic Reconstruction and Expressive Pathways of Integrating Ethnic Musical Elements into
Chinese Piano Performance
Jinxin Zuo
Central South University
[Abstract] In the context of Chinese piano performance, ethnic musical elements differ aesthetically from their
role in composition. They are manifested in three aspects: the imitation and variability of tone color, the vocal
style and nuanced charm of melody, and the imagistic and atmospheric quality of sound. As such, they entail an
aesthetic reconstruction, characterized by the definition of aesthetic standards specific to Chinese piano
performance, the construction of an integrated compositional-performative aesthetics with national
characteristics, and the formation of a discourse for the international dissemination of Chinese piano music. In
terms of expressive pathways, three key aspects should be addressed: from the perspective of tone color, focusing
on the application of touch and pedal techniques; the flexible treatment of melodic vocal style and charm; and
the interactive presentation of imagery and atmosphere.
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