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The Construction of China’ s Image in The Chinese Writing System: A Case Study of a
Reading Text in a PEP High School English Textbook
Jiaqi Fang
School of English Studies, Xi’an International Studies University

[Abstract] As high school English curricula increasingly emphasize the cultivation of cultural awareness, the
presentation of Chinese culture in textbooks has gradually become an important direction in textbook research.
English textbooks not only serve the function of transmitting linguistic knowledge but also act as crucial
vehicles for the dissemination of national image and the construction of cultural values. Taking the reading
text The Chinese Writing System: Connecting the Past and the Present from a PEP high school English
textbook as the unit of analysis, and drawing on theories of national image and cultural studies of textbooks,
this study examines how China’s image is constructed in the text. The findings reveal that the text primarily
constructs an image of China characterized by historical continuity, cultural identity, and international
openness through four dimensions: a historical—temporal narrative, an emphasis on the unifying function of
the writing system, the presentation of calligraphic art, and the extension of an international communication
context. The text not only follows internationally accepted conventions of English expository writing but also
highlights the continuity and sense of identity of Chinese culture, achieving a certain balance between
“international expression” and “local cultural stance.” Moreover, beyond its role in language teaching, the
text also performs functions of cultural dissemination and value guidance, reflecting the educational
significance of high school English textbooks in shaping national image, spreading culture, and fostering
cultural confidence.
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“China is widely known for its ancient civilisation
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“The high regard for the Chinese writing system can
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“As China plays a greater role in global affairs...”
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“an increasing number of international students are
beginning to appreciate China’s culture and history

through this amazing language.”

Hrh, “plays a greater role” RAELIELI, I H
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