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On the Linguistic Style and Ideological Characteristics of Lu Xun’ s Prose
Yuxin Wu
Shaoxing University

[Abstract] As the founder of modern Chinese vernacular prose, Lu Xun’s prose creation falls into two major
systems: the reflective essays in Dawn Blossoms Plucked at Dusk and the philosophical prose poems in Wild
Grass. He has formed a unique linguistic paradigm integrating rigidity and gentleness as well as elegance and
vulgarity, which boasts both stylistic innovation value and profound spiritual connotations. His prose language
combines vernacular oral expressions, concise classical Chinese sentence patterns and Western syntactic
structures, embodying three layers of linguistic styles: cold satire, simple warmth and poetic metaphor.
Ideologically, rooted in four core dimensions—the criticism of national character, self—spiritual analysis,
humanistic compassion and enlightenment awakening, his works echo the ideological trends of the May Fourth
Movement. Combined with Lu Xun’s classic prose texts, this paper systematically analyzes the linguistic features
of style, rhetoric and genre, digs into the core ideological characteristics of enlightenment criticism, life
self—examination and humanistic empathy, explains the internal and external causes for the formation of his
writing style, explores the literary value of his prose and its inheritance significance in modern and contemporary
literature, and deepens the textual interpretation and literary research on Lu Xun’s prose.
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