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A Preliminary Study on Etymological Character Teaching in Teaching Chinese as a Foreign
Language
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Macau University of Science and Technology

[Abstract] As a profound cultural carrier, Chinese characters embody the national wisdom and unique thinking
modes of the Chinese nation accumulated over thousands of years. Nevertheless, their integration of form and
meaning as well as long evolutionary history poses prominent difficulties for second—language Chinese learners.
Taking the etymological teaching method as the core research object, this paper elaborates its theoretical
foundations based on the evolutionary process and formative principles of Chinese characters, and systematically
discusses the strengths and limitations of this method, so as to explore feasible and effective approaches for
Chinese character teaching. On this basis, this study designs a themed Chinese character teaching plan centered
on the theme of "human and nature" for elementary Chinese learners. This teaching design avoids the
drawbacks of traditional rote memorization teaching, balances second—language acquisition and cultural
dissemination, and provides practical references for the optimization and innovation of Chinese character
teaching in Teaching Chinese as a Foreign Language.
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