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A Comparison of Chinese and English Thinking on Wuthering Heights Based on Conversational
Meaning
‘Wenjing Sun
South China University
[Abstract] Grice put forward the "cooperation principle" of conversation in Logic and Conversation, including
quantitative criterion, quality criterion, relational criterion and method criterion. However, in everyday conversations,
there is often a violation of the "principle of cooperation", and the speaker will express an "excess meaning", and
this meaning that needs to be deduced is the "conversational meaning". Wuthering Heights contains a large
amount of conversational content with rich conversational meanings, and on the basis of difterent thinking logics in
Chinese and English, we can better appreciate the novel by comparing the dialogues and special pragmatic meanings
contained in the dialogues of typical characters in the Chinese and English versions of the novel.
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‘What the devil is the matter?” he asked.
‘What the devil, indeed!’ I muttered. ‘The herd of

possessed swine could have had no worse spirits in them
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than those animals of yours, sir. You might as well leave
a stranger with a brood of tigers!’ (Bronté,2012: 4)
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‘Ellen,’ said he, when I entered, ‘have you seen your
mistress?’

‘Yes; she’s in the kitchen, sir,’ I answered. ‘She’s
sadly put out by Mr. Heathcliff’s behaviour: and, indeed,
I do think it’s time to arrange his visits on another
footing. There’ s harm in being too soft, and now it’s come
to this—. ’>(Bronté&, 2012: 61)
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“A person from Gimmerton wishes to see you, ma’am.”

“What does he want?” asked Mrs Linton.

“T did not question him, ” I answered. (Bront &, 2012: 48)
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“You do not know me? Look, I’m not a stranger!”...

“What!” I cried, uncertain whether to regard him as
a worldly visitor, and I raised my hands in amazement.
“What! You come back? Is it really you? Is it?”

“Yes, Heathcliff,” he replied... “Are they at home?
Where is she? Nelly, you are not glad! You needn’t be so
disturbed. Is she here? Speak! I want to have one word with
her—your mistress. Go, and say some person from Gimmerton
desires to see her.”

“How will she take it?” T exclaimed. “What will she
do? The surprise bewilders me—it will put her out of her
head! And you are Heathcliff! But altered! Nay, there’s

no comprehending it. Have you been for a soldier?”
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“Go and carry my message, “he interrupted impatiently.

“I’” m in hell till you do!” (Bront &, 2012: 50)
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‘Were you asked to tea?’ she demanded.

‘I shall be glad to have a cup,’ I answered.

‘Were you asked?’ she repeated.

‘No, ’ I said, half smiling. ‘You are the proper person
to ask me.” (Bront €,2012: 50)
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‘That’ s not the plan. The tyrant grinds down his slaves
and they don’ t turn against him; they crush those beneath them.
You are welcome to torture me to death for your amusement,
only allow me to amuse myself a little in the same style, and
refrain from insult as much as you are able.Having levelled
my palace, don’ t erect a hovel!” (Bront &,2012: 58)
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