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Applied University Students’ Attitudes Toward China English and Their Identity Construction

Yudi Xu

Qingdao Institute of Technology
[Abstract] Since the reform and opening—up, more and more Chinese people have been learning and using
English. China English, a variety of English, has emerged. From the perspective of World Englishes (WE), this
study investigated 20 applied university students’ attitudes towards China English and their identity construction
when they speak English. There are three research questions: the first question is what Chinese applied
university students’ attitudes towards China English; the second question is how these attitudes affect their
identity construction when they use English; the last question is what reasons account for the responses. The
research finds that the vast majority of volunteers hold positive attitudes towards the China English. They
embrace and accept this variety of English. However, a minority of participants express concerns about it.
Therefore, this paper suggests that university English teachers can help students better understand China English
and enhance their cultural identity.
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