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An inquiry into the entrance system of Japanese higher education
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[Abstract] Since the Meiji Restoration, under the guidance of the government's mandatory policies and
market—oriented education requirements, the Japanese higher education enrollment system has experienced a
complex process of integration, differentiation, re—integration and re—differentiation. The change of the
entrance system of higher education has experienced national mode, democratic mode and market mode. The
transformation path of Japan's higher education system reflects some commonalities of the later developed
countries' higher education system transformation, as well as some commonalities of the localization of Japan's
higher education system. With universities as the main body and academic freedom and university autonomy as
the core, higher education institutions have formed a complex three—dimensional network of top—down

government—forced changes and bottom—up market—induced changes, which has led the direction of

innovation and reform of the education entrance examination system.
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