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The Ethnic Character of the Ancient Shu People in the Myth of " Emperor Wang becomes a
cuckoo "
Jianxin Ma
Qinghai Normal University

[Abstract] The legend of "Emperor Wang becomes a cuckoo " originated in the ancient Shu period and
embodies the ancient Shu people's worldview, their worship of deities and shamans, and the Daoist concept of
immortality. The legend of Emperor Wang is a fusion of history and fiction, and its evolution reflects the ethnic
character of the people in the Shu region. They regarded heaven and earth as their parents, worshiped birds, and

pursued transcendence and immortality. By analyzing the myth’s narrative development, this paper explores the

personality traits of the Shu people.
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