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[Abstract] Since the dissolution of the Soviet Union and the end of the Cold War, the geostrategic significance
of Central Asia has become increasingly prominent. Among the Central Asian nations, Kazakhstan demonstrates
remarkable distinctiveness due to its resource endowment, regional influence, and relatively stable political and
economic structure. As an important extra—regional actor, Japan has endeavored to strengthen cooperation with
Kazakhstan since the establishment of their diplomatic relations. In 2015, Kazakhstan's graduation from Japan's
Official Development Assistance (ODA) program marked a substantive transformation of their bilateral
relationship from the traditional donor—recipient model to one of equal strategic partnership. Current
cooperation between the two countries has gradually expanded into multiple dimensions, including education,

institutional mechanisms, and culture. However, they still face multiple challenges, including pressure from

traditional regional powers, transportation constraints, and project sustainability issues.
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