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Between Profession and Local Context: Exploring the Practical Pathways of Social Work in
Rural Cultural Governance
Liangiu Du
Southwest Petroleum University
[Abstract] This paper focuses on how social work can reconcile the tension between "professional methods"
and "local logic" in the governance of rural culture. Taking the "Old Ancestral Hall:New Sentiment" project in
Shuiyue Village as an example, the study finds that its practice path is not a one—way "embedding," but a
creative process of continuous "co—construction" with the rural context across four dimensions: roles, methods,
knowledge, and relational networks. Social workers, by transforming into "collaborators," facilitate the
integration of professional skills and local knowledge, revitalize traditional authority networks, and ultimately
establish a collaborative governance model rooted in indigenous wisdom. This research provides a pathway

reference for the localization of social work practice and the stimulation of endogenous cultural dynamics in

rural areas.
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