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Rural Image Construction and Multilingual Communication Along the Yangtze River from a
Watershed Perspective——A Case Study of Sichuan-Chongqing—Hubei-Hunan Regions
Yawu Ren
Central China Normal University
[Abstract] Rural areas along the Yangtze River are situated in the overlapping zone of national strategies for
ecological conservation and rural revitalization. Their image construction and communication are at a critical
transitional stage from resource dependence to value reconstruction. Based on a holistic watershed perspective and
taking the Sichuan—Chongqging—Hubei—Hunan section of the Yangtze River as the research area, this paper
examines the practical logic and dilemmas of rural image construction, and explores pathways for multilingual
communication to enhance the international communication of rural images. The study reveals that rural image
building along the river is characterized by three core dimensions: ecological restoration, cultural heritage
revitalization, and innovative governance. However, it still faces bottlenecks including fragmented communication
actors, homogeneous narratives, and limited linguistic diversity. Accordingly, this paper proposes optimizing
strategies such as forging an image core of “watershed cultural community”, implementing targeted multilingual
communication mechanisms, and establishing a collaborative communication system integrating academia, media, and
rural communities. The findings provide theoretical support and practical references for rural image construction and

international communication under the construction of the Yangtze River National Cultural Park.
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