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The Implications of Sinologist Manfred Porkert's Research for the Development of Traditional
Chinese Medicine
Chanjuan Hu  Zhu Dai
Yunnan University of Chinese Medicine

[Abstract] Based on the cultural relics and interview records of Professor Manfred Porkert, a German sinologist,
preserved by the Museum of Traditional Chinese Medicine at Yunnan University of Chinese Medicine, a
thorough and systematic study has been conducted on his life and academic achievements in the fields of
Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM), scientific methodology, and TCM terminology. The study elaborates on
Professor Porkert's contributions and their contemporary significance. During the intense debates between
Chinese and Western medicine in the 1970s and 1980s, Professor Porkert not only actively promoted the
standardization of TCM terminology translation to facilitate the international dissemination of TCM but also
cautioned TCM researchers with a prudent attitude against neglecting the core concepts of TCM in the pursuit
of scientification. His viewpoint that "TCM is a mature science" and that "for TCM to go global, theoretical
development must come first" affirms the international status of TCM and also reflects his earnest hope that
TCM researchers will adhere to their original aspirations and continue to explore.
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