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[Abstract] Objective: To assess the expression of the oncogenes p53 protein and transforming growth factor 3
(TGF— ) in pterygium and to explore the relationship between them. Methods: In the study samples of 20
pterygium and 10 normal conjunctiva, tissue wax block embedded sections were performed to observe the
expression of p53 and TGF—[3 using immunohistochemical staining. Results: In our study, 45% of the
pterygium specimens were positive for p53 expression; 40% of the pterygium specimens stained positively for
TGF—; and all normal conjunctivae showed no p53 or TGF—J staining. Both p53 and TGF—J reactivity were
greater in the pterygium group than in the normal conjunctiva group (P<0.05). analysis by Fisher's exact test
confirmed a highly statistically significant correlation between TGF— 3 and p53 expression (P<0.05).

Conclusion: p53 and TGF— 3 were overexpressed in pterygium and there was a correlation between them.
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