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[Abstract] The market performance of “The Sun Shines Like Me" (2025) serves as an apt case study for
examining the dissemination effects of contemporary Chinese romance dramas—the series set a new peak in
viewership for the genre on Tencent Video since 2024, earned a 7.4 rating on Douban, and generated over 12.2
billion views for its main short—video hashtag. Although phenomenon—level dramas have emerged frequently in
recent years, academic examinations of their generative logic have largely focused on industrial or textual
dimensions, with relatively few empirical studies from an audience perspective. Based on this, this paper takes
the series as its research subject and, through a questionnaire survey, examines the differentiated contributions of
communication channels to the formation of the series’ popularity, while identifying the key constituent
elements of phenomenon—level dramas in audience perception. The data indicates that short video and social
media platforms occupy a central position among communication channels, while the cast, narrative quality, and
marketing strategies constitute the primary dimensions through which audiences judge a series to be a
“blockbuster.” Although policy factors are not direct drivers, they exert structural influence through content
regulation and broadcast protection mechanisms. The findings of this study can provide a reference for
predicting popularity in the television drama market and optimizing communication strategies.
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