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CHINESE AND AMERICAN HUMOR FROM CROSS-CULTURAL PERSPECTIVES
——TAKING BOONIE BEARS AND TOM AND JERRY FOR EXAMPLE
Min Chen Yujiao Feng

School of Foreign Languages, Changsha University of Science and Technology, Hunan Province

[Abstract] Humor is an indispensable element in animation, but the cultural differences between Chinese and

foreign humor often cause great obstacles in understanding. Surprisingly, Tom and Jerry can be popular all over

the world. The paper compares the similarities and difterences of humor elements in the Chinese animation

Boonie Bears and the American animation Tom and Jerry to explore the influence of high and low cultural

context differences on the expression of humor, to find out the reason why domestically booming Boonie Bears

became unacceptable abroad, and to give some advice to promote the cross—cultural development of Chinese

animation.
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