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[Abstract] Taking 472 policy texts on farmland water conservancy in irrigation areas issued by
the central government of China from 1949 to 2021 as the research object, using the policy tool
classification model proposed by Hollett and Ramish, this paper analyzes the changes and
characteristics of farmland water conservancy policy tools in irrigation areas in China. It is
found that they have undergone mandatory policy tool allocation, mandatory policy tool dominance,
and voluntary policy tool auxiliary allocation There are four different stages of development
between the widespread use of mixed policy tools and the expansion and configuration of voluntary
policy tools, as well as the improvement of mandatory policy tools. The overall transformation
of policy tools from relying on regulatory measures to achieving policy objectives to
comprehensively utilizing various policy tools has shown a shift from a single policy tool to
a policy toolbox of multiple combinations
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