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Reflection on Civil Liberties and Rights in the Digital times
——The Possibility of Realizing the Freedom to be Forgotten
Li Xinyi
School of Public Administration, Sichuan University

[Abstract] The development of digital technology seems to have extended human capabilities and
given digital citizens more freedom, but the freedom of the digital times is just”seemingly free
”. The “information cocoon” effect of the Web 2.0, ubiquitous copyright disputes, international
"digital hegemony” and “digital divide”, all of this constrain the freedom of the digital times
to a considerable extent. Therefore, the maintenance of the right to be forgotten is more necessary
in the digital times, but due to the unclear scope of effectiveness, conflicts with the right
to know, and the impact on public speech, the realization of the right to be forgotten is very
difficult. As for whether the freedom to forgotten can be considered as a form of freedom, there
is still room for discussion and research.
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