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The Evolution and Transmission of Japanese Kaidan Culture
Xie Lehan
Dalian University
[Abstract] Kaidan ( ghost stories ) are not only a hallmark of Japanese summer nights but also a distinctive
cultural and artistic form that plays a significant role in Japanese folklore.As an essential component of Japanese
folk studies, kaidan contribute to the preservation and transmission of traditional folklore.However, with
changing times, the methods of disseminating and inheriting kaidan have also evolved. This study examines the
transformation of kaidan culture from the Edo period to the present by analyzing three representative media
across different historical periods: books, films, and animation.It explores changes in content, modes of
expression, and dissemination methods, while also assessing the strengths and limitations of each medium in the

transmission of kaidan.Furthermore, this paper considers potential challenges in the contemporary context and

discusses more effective approaches for fostering the development of kaidan culture in the modern era.
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