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The philosophical implications of the idea of human nature in the Economic and Philosophical
Manuscripts of 1844 for Chinese modernization
Wang Chao
School of Marxism, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100048
[Abstract] The "Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844" is a significant work from the formation stage
of Marxism. Marx starts from real people, examining human nature and overcoming the fatal flaw of previous
discussions on human nature that were detached from reality. Through the concept of "species—being, " Marx
clearly distinguishes humans from other species, proposing that human species life is production activity, and the
social wealth created in this process embodies the essential power of humanity. In response to alienated labor, it
is necessary to achieve true human social life by collectively owning material wealth and eliminating alienated
labor. Marx's analysis of human nature is of great significance for today's people—centered development
philosophy, building socialism with Chinese characteristics, achieving Chinese—style modernization, and
ultimately realizing the free and comprehensive development of individuals.
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